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Part One 


Walt Disney was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
in 1901. At school, he liked art best. He 


liked drawing cartoons. 
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When he was eighteen, Walt worked for a 
company that made films. In the evenings, 
he made his own cartoons at home. He 


called these cartoons Laugh-O-Grams. 


Walt drew many pictures and took 
photographs of them with a special 
camera. VVhen he made the photos into 
film and played them quickly, the pictures 
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looked as if they were moving. Th 


called animation. 
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In 1923, Walt moved to Hollywood to 
make cartoons with his brother Roy. They 


bought an old building and called it the 
Walt Disney Studio. This is how the Walt 
Disney Company began. 





In 1928, Walt and a friend created a 
cartoon character named Mickey Mouse. 
Mickey Mouse became very famous. So did 
other characters, such as Minnie Mouse, 


Donald Duck, Pluto, and Goofy. 
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The first two Mickeu Mouse cartoons were 


silent. Walt worked very hard to learn 
how to add sound to his films. Soon he 


learned how to use his own voice for 


Mickeu Mouse. 





Films were made in black and white 
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because people did not know how to make 
films in color. In 1932, film makers began 
using a special camera to make movies 


with color. VValt also started m 





king his 
films in color. 
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Mickey Mouse cartoons were veru 
popular with children and grown-ups. 


Walt began to merchandise Mickey 


Mouse tous, comics, and watches. 
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One year later, in 1933, Walt began to 
use music in his cartoons. He recorded the 
music first and then made the cartoons 


move in time to the music. The Three Little 


Pigs was the first cartoon made like this. 
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rtoons were very short 


Walt started to make 


longer films | 
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He won 


INS 


ions, 


and Mary Popp 


is films 


= 





= 
© 
ዕን 
O 
Ф 
BS. 
> 
Ф 
= 
> 
E 
O 
E 
E 
O 
4= 
мұ 
= 


idea was to build 
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a theme park for whole fam 
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to enjoy. 
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Disneyland opened in California in 1955 
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Walt wanted to open another theme park 
in Florida, called Disney World. In 1966, he 


became ill and died just before it was 


finished. Many people were sad because 


they had enjoyed his work so much. 
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art Two 


There are many ways to find out about 
Walt Disney. You can see his cartoons at 
movie theaters, on TV, or on videos. His 


company still makes films, such as The Lion 


King and James and the Giant Peach. 


xl 
' 
} 
fl 


M 
ጠመ 


roy መግ “ጽዱ ኣመ ae 
Áo je. 
= # 


19161 


nap pd 


nn ласа 


RET BODIES 





p ume ccm 








Besides Disneuland and Disney World, the 
Walt Disney Company also has a theme 


park in Europe, near Paris, France. It is 
called Disneyland Paris, 
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People took many photos and made manu 


films about Walt. This photo shows him in 
the studio where The Mickey Mouse Club 


television show was made. 





Walt used posters to show which of his 


films were playing at theaters. Here is a 


poster for Pinocchio. 
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There were many stories in newspapers 
about Walt's life and work. Libraries keep 
copies of old newspapers for people to 


read. 
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Tickets available on 


à 01717935 1173 or 0171-420 1000 


“ All major credit cards accepted, subject to a booking fee. 
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Writers have written many biographies 
about Walt's life. This book tells us how 


he made his cartoons. 
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The Disney Company has opened Disney 
Stores all over the world. These shops sell 


books, toys, and videos about Walt and 


his cartoon characters. 
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[here is a street in London, England, 
called Disney Street. This shows how 
important many people think Walt Disney 


is. Here is a photo of Walt and his wife 


Lily, on Disney Street. 
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Hollywood city in California where studio place where films, recordings, 
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e Who was Walt Disneu? 
e Why is he famous? - 
e How do we know about him? 


This series introduces you to the lives of famous men and 
women. Each illustrated life story is told by primary source 
material, encouraging uou to discover how we find out about 
important people in history. 


Each book contains: 
e an interesting story and a look at the evidence 
e written and pictorial primary source material 
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